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i» The present rulers of Albania are guided by the principles of the Comrumnist
doctrine. Although they are entlrely dependent upon and controlled by Moscow,
the control is exercised indirsctly through HMarshal Tito in Yugoslavis. The
fact that the political commissars are nct Ruasians bubt Yugoslavs, anc that the
Commmist Party of Tugoslavia is in control over them has been galling %o the
Commmnists in Albania. The support of some so-called Communist ideal:labs, both
Moslem and Catholic, has been lost, allegedly because of this factor. % is
said that Kokosl, the first Minister of Culture, and Dr. Ssud Aslanin, bot.h
well kuown Communists, dropped out of the party for this reason. The fact that
the Kosovo region has not been united with Albania {as during the war), bubt is
instead being administered by districts as a part of Yugoslavia, is another
source of bad feeling. Enver Hoxha has gone to Moscow in an attempt to cone
vince his countrymen that the Yugoslav Government does not constitute an inter-
medisry between the Sovied Union and Albania. .

2. It is rumored that Hoxha and his group have been loaing prestige with the
Russians and that Koci Xoxe remains as the only direct agent of “0B in Albania.
I% is also said that the Russians are inviting Bishop Fan Noli %o return %o
‘Albanie to replace Enver Hoxha.

2. As a resulbt of the Albanian National Assembly elections in 1923, which were
compara:ively free and demoecratic, two parties cmerged. The so-callsd Wation~
al Party was supported by southern leaders who were called the "Klika" by the
opposition. Achmet Zog, however, as party leader and Minister of the "herior whe
actually controlled the country, gradually superseded the clique. The spposie
tion party was known as "Opoeltal.

- Hdost of the important slbanian leaders belonged to the Opozita, which wus
strongest in the Catholic north. Luid] CGurakuci was its leader. The coposi-
tion controlled almogt one half the seats in the Nationel Assembly, and soon
after its opening an open struggle ageinst the Govermment and Zog begst. A
so=-called “"Opposition Parliameni" was established in Valona uhder the leader~
ship of Fan Nell, and marches against Tirana were organized from Valona ax?
Scutari. The Capital was taken and Zog had to flee to Yugoslaviae. Fan Noli
became the President with Gurskuei as his Finance Minister. Open warfure con—
timied, however, between the elements of the north and the south over the
problem of land reform, which the Moslem landlords vigorously cpposed. In 192l
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Zogy vwith the help of Yugoslavia, roturned to Tirana and staged a successful

.coup d'etat. For the next 15 years Zog remained the absolute ruler - the

Tarlianent and the Cabinet became mere formalities. Italian interests in
Albmia werc very active and helpec ‘og become Zog I, ¥ing of Albania, sssum-
ing at the sane time complete conbrol over the political and econcuic life

of the country. It is known, however, that Zog frequently followed the
advice of representatives of Creat Britain, and itrvested the money he received
fron the throne amd frou the dcals with Italy in America, Sweden ond 3Switz—
erland. In organizing his police system he followed the English method and
engaged Ceneral fercy for this wark. TFinglly, when Albania was attacked by
Italy on 7 April 1929, Zog escaped to Larissa, Grsece, and thence to London,
where he remaincd throughout the war. In 19446 he moved to Cairo.

At the time of Zog's coup in 192l many of the leaders of the Opozita escaped
abroad. The revolutionary leacers were killed by agents abroad. The intel-
Jectuals and political leaders who escapsd organized for the purpose of over='.
throwing Zog. Baskiml Koubetar (National Union), with headquarters in Dele
grade and later in Paris, was probably the strongest opposition group. The
second group, KONARE (Comidttee of National Revolution) was assisted by
Soviet Russia ard had its center first in Vienna then in berlin. TIn 1920
KANARE sent 20 Albanian youths to lloscow bto study.

ihe Comsunist Party of Albenia had its begimning in 1926 when the Albanian
Yosovo Committee and Haccionian Cousittee were united through the activities
of the /lbanian students in licscow. Pressure froa ngland resulted in the
request of the ilbanian Governuent for the roemoval of Wrakovecki, the first
representative of the Soviet Union, and his staff. e hac arrived in Tirana
in Vovember 192. Comaunist activities were then conducted by a branch of
¥AARE which remained in Tirana and made its apreal primarily to high school
students. Communist propaganda was particularly effective ouring the period
of Ttalian occupation, anu Albanian high school youth joined the Party in
sreat numbers. :

Aftor Cormany atbacked Russia, the organization of the fomnunist Farty vas
largely coupleted by two Serbs lnowm as Jusan and Miladin. *fter stalingrad,
the communists extend.d their activities through front srganizations which
participated in guerrilla and resistance novoments against Italian and German
troops. The resistance of all [roups was coordinated in a national liberation
movement, similar to that under Tito in Yugoslavia. “hen the Italians and
Germans lelft Albania, the Cozmunists were strong enough to disband all resis=
tance jroups. The leacers who did not sscape were killed or placed in
concentration camps.

The Commmmists {rom Serbia abt Lirst opcrabed in Albania under a slogan that
promisel Kosovo to slbania. IHowever, Yosovo was given an autonomous status
in Yugoslavia and the Albanian population in this territory was divided into
three regions: the eastern .scction went to Macedonla; the western pavts
wore attached to Jfontunesro; and the reglon of Prizren and Fec .ient toe the
Federal Republic of Serbia. albanians rebelled at this division and there
was a great ceal of blsodshed. ifiladin, the Comaunist leader who had pro-—
mised fosovo to the rlbanians, was killed by Albanian professor Halid Tuke,
who in turn commitbted suicide.
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Present Sovernment and Persenalities

9. The constitution of Albanla is patberned on ‘the constitutions ¢ £ the cther
cormmist satellite republics with the cxception of the first drticle, which
ceelares that "slbania is a MNational Republic and all property belongs to the
people.t

10. At the top of the govermment structure is the Praesidiun of the Repubi.c,
with Dr. Omor MNisand as the titular head o the executive and legls ative
bodies. Nisani is a jioslem by Dirth, born in Permet, in the souvthern part of
Albania sbout 55 years age. ¢ was tralned as a physician in Austria -nd
Cermany, but has never practiced medicine., He had been a member of the Klika
in the ¥ational larty. MNe went to Sidtzerland in 192L, and marriec a German
woman Wwio wrote a book on Albania after the revolution of that year.  “ien
the ltalians atbacked in 1939, he rcturned to Albania and, although he veceived
Coviet support, he nevertheless became a nember of the State Touncil. e
wrobe an article rlorifying “tussolini in the official Albanlan Fascist organ
rasizni . He is in poor nealth, suffuering froa nervous atbacks and ai ‘nents
o tho atomach. e is by nature a rather temperamental individual wheoa
entire energy is devotecd to endless propazanda, in which he is al.aost tanatical.

11. tnver loxha, born in the rogiun of ‘rgyrocastro, south Albania, is aboub Lo
vears of age. He studicd in France and taught at the ¢rench Iycee at ‘orea.
Iurin,, the Italian occupation he was dismissed from the Lycee and oponed a
tobacco retail store of his own. lle became an active Comnunist and devobed
himscelf to the study of communist Goctrines. An attractive person, he nakes
friends easily and gives the iapression of being an accomplishecd politician.

12. Sejfula Halesove wac one of bhe atbanlan youths sent to foscow by YONAYE in
1926. e studied in Hussia for 1y vedrs and is cunsidered to be the Libmian
best btrained in comaunist ideolozy. A .iohamaedan, loyal to the Soviets, he is
a scholar rother than o .revelutlonary. “is prsscnt. post is lilnister of Culture
and ¥ropaganii. o : L .

13. zoel . Xoxe, Secretary of the tommnist Larty, is fros the ropgion of Korca anc
a membor of the Orthodox relijion. -4 tinsmith by trade, he had no scheoling
and was cntircly unknown until the rise of the Communists. Like lloxhe he is
wne of the elsnht gencrals who caume to power with the roglus. (Spire Mnlsiu,
cehmet Semu, Dedri Spahia, ifuslin Peza, Dald Ndreu and Tamscko are the others, )

1L, Lrista Cipo, who unbl recently scrvod as Hinisbor of EBducatlon, is about 60
years old. He is an Orthodox {rom Korca, a writel and profcssor, and wos
formerly known as a friocnd of Greece. ‘

15. firjako Harito was born in the roplon of MNimarc. He served for years as the
Treasurer of the Albanian Red “ross, bub joincd the Coanunist Farty in 194k
when his brother was killec in a coxwmnist uprising.

16. These personalities arc not truly repres.ntative of the people of Albania.
The people arc not in sympathy with them, and they maintain their authority
only through the us.. o7 terror.
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Reign of Terror

17. Heports from Albania are extremel. mea;re and say little about the current
rolice rule and reign of terror. A4s long as there werc Allied represcntatives
in Albania, Communist measures ..erc in many instances marlzed by moderation.
There is no lon cr any western reprasentation, and espionage, Jails, concenw
tration capps and gellows are the order of the day in albania.

18. Important Albanian Communists are heing ramoved as not sufficiently trustworthy.
The fear which has perncated all ¢ £ lbania has rcached even the Coanunist ranks,.

The followinz have been assassinated:

Justafa GJjinishi, founder of .lbanian Comaunisi
Anastas Lulu

Ramize iyjebre

both brothors of ijusine Xokalari

lemoted from thelr ranks ere:

Gverk] Kokoshi
Riza vand
Colonel fjusni Peja

Luslim Peza, Baba Faja, Haxhi Ljesli, bali Méreu and Hulusi Spahiu are
walting to be eliminatced from thelr positions., Several members of the
et onal Assenbly, known Communists, including Don Luldji Plei and

¥olj Frela, were dismissed froa the Farliament. Uld members of the
Comaunist Party such as frsi Halila an. Redzep Sulejmani, leader of the
Farty in Valona, wore arrested, and I'eza and Lesi ars under house arrest.

19. Abaz Gjerueni, Fikri Dine, luharcn Barjakbtari and other Luaportant ex-
Communists, officers and soldiers of the Albanian Arsy, all disillusioned
ané disgusted with the regime, are secking asylum in Greecc. 5till others,
among them Dan Kaloshi and Cen nlezl, have escaped to join the puerrillas in
the mountains.
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